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Synopsis

SUNDAY TIMES BESTSELLERBrand new literary thriller from bestselling author of MISSING,
PRESUMED Susie Steiner.Manon Bradshaw is back.As dusk falls a young man staggers through a
park, far from home, bleeding from a stab wound. He dies where he falls; cradled by a stranger, a
womanAg¢a -4a,¢s name on his lips in his last seconds of life.DI Manon Bradshaw canA¢a -a,¢t
help taking an interest A¢a -4 oe these days she only handles cold cases, but the man died just
yards from the police station where she works.SheA¢a —-4,¢s horrified to discover that both victim
and prime suspect are more closely linked to her than she could have imagined. And as the
Cambridgeshire police force closes ranks against her, she is forced to contemplate the

unthinkable.How well does she know her loved ones, and are they capable of murder?
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Customer Reviews

LOVE Manon. Susie Steiner takes no prisoners in this installation of the Manon Bradshaw series.
Manon is as blissfully workcentric and self-critical as ever and it’s nice to see some of the old gang

back and have a few characters introduced who, from the looks of it, may turn up again in the future.



Satisfying!

Closer to a 3.5. Steiner is a clever writer. Her characters, flawed though they are, are beautifully
drawn. Enjoyed the writing more than the plot, which | felt was weak. But oh those inner musings of

Davey and Manon. Wish | could hang out with them.

Great writing for this genre with the brilliance of biting wit. The second book in this series - read

"Missing Presumed" first.

Good beach book’-l have been reading some 'heavy’ historical books this was a nice change

Eye for detail, no crap, no shortcuts, no unexpected surprises 3/4’s of the way through, excellent
and believable characters and a really good story, | enjoyed the first book just as much and was

worried this would get old, but no! Can’t wait for your next book

Tana French has been my favorite author of literary mysteries for a very long time. | have now
discovered Susie Steiner and both she and Ms. French share a place on my ‘favorite list’. Ms.
Steiner writes in a way that inhabits her characters, gives them life, and resurrects them from the
page. She is able to develop characters while also providing psychological intrigue.Detective Manon
Bradshaw is 42 years old, single and very pregnant. She has moved from London to
Cambridgeshire to give her 12 year old adopted son, Fly, a better chance at succeeding. While they
were in London she feared that Fly was cavorting with a bad crowd and, given his brother’s death
and his mother’s history of addiction, Manon wanted to help him while she had the chance. This
move, however, is not what Fly wanted. He is being bullied at a school that is almost lily white and
he feels out of step and alone in Cambridgeshire. On top of that, Manon is having another child.
What could she want with him he thinks.Manon and Fly live with Manon’s sister Ellie and her son
Solly. Fly loves Solly and is very good with him. However, it is not long before Fly is arrested as the
main suspect in the knifing murder of Ellie’s ex who is also Solly’s father. Fly is unmoored and
lashes out at Manon, feeling like it is her fault that she is in this predicament. On top of that,
because of Manon’s closeness to the case, she is asked to step aside and not participate in any
aspect of the investigation.The word 'no’ is not enough to stop Manon and her love for Fly has no
bounds. As she navigates the twists and turns of this squirrelly ride, she comes face to face with

situations that not only puzzle her but have her questioning herself and her family. What she wants



most is to win back Fly’s love and trust but she is smart enough to realize that this takes time, not
just determination. She asks herself repeatedly why she got pregnant, why she wanted another
child when she already had Fly.The psychological insight into the book’s protagonists is excellent. |
felt like | knew each and every one of them and what made them tick. There are no red herrings and
every single loose end of this wonderful novel is tied up at the end. Steiner’s first book 'Missing,
Presumed, gives a background for this second novel in the series but is not a necessary
prerequisite in order to read and love this second installment. It is rare that a mystery has the

profound depths and insight as those shown in 'Persons Unknown’.

Many acronyms associated with the U.K. Once past the initial slow start, an enjoyable read

Waiting for her next book, really enjoyed both.
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